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“I didn’t really know much about Gilbert & George before tonight. I hadn’t really taken much notice of the
work. But I am going to have to now,” a lady said to me at the opening of British art duo Gilbert & George’s
“The Art Exhibition” at the Museum of Old and New Art in Hobart (MONA), Tasmania. Hers was a seemingly
innocent comment, yet one that perfectly illustrates the unignorable power and impact of the infamous British
art duo’s provocative and pioneering work. “The Art Exhibition (http://www.mona.net.au/gilbert-and-
george/)” at MONA, on show until March 2016, is the duo’s first Australasian retrospective, bringing together
97 works spanning five decades from 1970 to 2014.

Over a period of five decades, Gilbert & George have forged a singular path through the art world, beginning in
the 1960s when they turned themselves into art, creating and inhabiting the role of “living sculptures.” In the
1970s they created the first of their signature billboard-sized, graphic style, gridded photomontages which
challenge conventions and taboos. Their unique visual language encompasses imagery, iconography, and text,
and at its most divisive depicts bombs, shits, sexual acts, and burqa-clad Muslim women, and/or features
divisive and confronting slogans supplemented with obscene and dirty words, and in many cases images of the

artists themselves.
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At the center of their practice is an “Art for All” philosophy executed within a framework of morality. “We believe that we are all part of a
great big Western triumph, but we want to take things forward.” the duo explains. “We realized that people were using taste and preferences
in art as a weapon against people they believed to be socially or educationally inferior to them.” Drawing influence and inspiration from the
cultural and social framework of their natural habitat of London’s East End, where they have lived and worked together in the same house
for 40 years, Gilbert & George aim to fight prejudices by providing the opportunity for change within the viewer.

Although expansive, “The Art Exhibition” is not their largest – that was their 2007 Tate retrospective, which included more than 200
pictures. But the artists identify their MONA show as their best to date, which is not hard to justify. There are several factors that have
contributed to the overwhelming success of “The Art Exhibition,” including the curatorial framework and structure, which is entirely
controlled and devised by the artists using scale models of the exhibition space, as well as the size of the show and of course its contents. I
did not see the Tate retrospective, but having experienced their MONA show, which seems to be the perfect size, I can only imagine that it
was perhaps too big.

The starting point for “The Art Exhibition” was an extraordinary group of more than 40 pictures spanning the years 1971 to recent years
from the collection of the late Massimo Martino, whose widow continues to add to the collection. Presented across three different spaces,
the exhibition begins with a selection of the artist’s “Scapegoating” bomb pictures, and continues with examples of their “Jack Freak
Pictures,” “London Pictures,” “Thirteen Hooligan Pictures,” “Perversive Pictures,” “Rudimentary Pictures,” “Nine Dark Pictures,” “Gingko
Pictures,” finishing with a selection of the duo’s largest works in the taller galleries of the fourth gallery space.

The effectiveness and impact of “The Art Exhibition” lies not in individual works, each of which is a highlight in its own right, but in the
overall presentation, which is itself a work of art that reveals the genius of Gilbert & George’s practice in a concise, cohesive, and engaging
manner. As the exhibition unfolds, the enormity of their dedication and commitment is unveiled and the timelessness of their work is
brought to light. One of the most important questions answered by the exhibition is “how have they continued to get away with creating
such provocative and challenging work for almost 50 years?” The answer, as “The Art Exhibition” reveals, is twofold: aesthetic and
procedural.

Aesthetically, Gilbert & George’s pictures adhere to a strict formula that includes a range of clever artistic devices. To begin with, their use of
negative imagery serves to partially defuse the tension of their most confronting motifs and iconography, while at the same time it enables
them to work with a visual language that is relevant and up-to-date. Secondly, they have never actually been vulgar or coarse, as they state,
because they only work with standard, two dimensional images like those in every national gallery, many of which feature the same sort of
imagery and iconography employed by Gilbert & George, albeit executed in paint.

Procedurally, the lives of Gilbert & George mimic the strictly methodized and systemized nature of their artistic practice: they adhere to a
regimented daily routine that not only governs their everyday activities, but also the process that they use to create their pictures. By
synthesizing their lives and their practice into a coherent whole, which is also partially achieved by operating as “living sculptures,” they
establish the art as the main protagonist and make it almost impossible to separate them from their practice. And if you cannot define or
contextualize the actions of the artists within a preexisting framework, then you can’t execute judgement on them or their work. Genius!

When Gilbert & George began their artistic journey in the late 60s, they established a precedent that remains intact and incredibly effective
to this day. By reframing and restaging the imagery and language of the issues that they deal with in an atypical context, they establish a
counter-attack that reanimates and reinvigorates the issues that they address. As they continue to prod and probe the human psyche and
interrogate the human condition in their typically compassionate and compelling manner, Gilbert & George build on the incredible legacy
that has enabled them to stage life changing exhibitions such as MONA’s “The Art Exhibition.”

“Gilbert & George: The Art Exhibition” is curated by Nicole Durling and Olivier Varenne, Mona's Co-Directors of Exhibitions, in
conjunction with Gilbert & George. For more information visit the MONA website here. (http://www.mona.net.au/gilbert-and-george/)

  View Slideshow (/photo-galleries/gilbert-georges-the-art-exhibition-at-mona)  (/)   (/)   (/)  

http://www.mona.net.au/gilbert-and-george/
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/photo-galleries/gilbert-georges-the-art-exhibition-at-mona
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/


11/12/2015 13:40The Genius of Gilbert and George’s Pictures at MONA Tasmania | BLOUIN ARTINFO

Page 3 of 4http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1292054/the-genius-of-gilbert-and-georges-pictures-at-mona-tasmania

Contemporary Arts (/visual-arts/contemporary-arts)  Reviews (/visual-arts/reviews)  Museums (/visual-arts/museums)  Visual Arts (/visual-arts)

Gilbert and George (/tags/gilbert-and-george)  Gilbert & George (/tags/gilbert-george)  MONA (/tags/mona)  Museum of Old and New Art (/tags/museum-of-old-and-new-art)

Hobart (/tags/hobart)  Tasmania (/tags/tasmania)  Nicholas Forrest (/tags/nicholas-forrest)  the art exhibition (/tags/the-art-exhibition)

AUCTIONS

Sotheby’s Launches App for New
Apple TV
(/news/story/1295075/sothebys-
launches-app-for-new-apple-tv)

GALLERIES

Carola Keitel, Hannes Seidl Produce
Double Trouble in Berlin
(/news/story/1294832/carola-keitel-
hannes-seidl-produce-double-
trouble-at-kw)

FEATURES

Celebrating Martin Shkreli,
Visionary Collector
(/news/story/1293979/celebrating-
martin-shkreli-visionary-collector)

RECOMMENDED

(/news/story/1295075/sothebys-launches-app-
for-new-apple-tv)

(/news/story/1294832/carola-keitel-hannes-seidl-
produce-double-trouble-at-kw)

(/node/1294807)

(/news/story/1293979/celebrating-martin-
shkreli-visionary-collector)

MOST READ (/NEWS/STORY/1292054/THE-GENIUS-OF-GILBERT-AND-GEORGES-PICTURES-AT-MONA-TASMANIA?QT-ARTICLE_DETAIL_POPULAR=0#QT-ARTICLE_DETAIL_POPULAR)MOST SHARED (/NEWS/STORY/1292054/THE-GENIUS-OF-GILBERT-AND-GEORGES-PICTURES-AT-MONA-TASMANIA?QT-ARTICLE_DETAIL_POPULAR=2#QT-ARTICLE_DETAIL_POPULAR)

MOST POPULAR

1 Turner Prize Won by Scheme for
Derelict Houses in Liverpool
(http://uk.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1292822/uks-
top-art-award-the-turner-prize-
won-by-architecture)

2 Artcurial Design Sales Leap 22%
Boosted by Global Collectors
(http://enfr.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1291397/artcurial-
design-sales-leap-22-boosted-by-
international)

3 Turner Prize Won by Scheme for
Derelict Houses in Liverpool
(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1292823/uks-
top-art-award-the-turner-prize-
won-by-architecture)

4 VIDEO: 60 Works in 60 Seconds at
Art Basel Miami Beach 2015
(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1290561/video-
60-works-in-60-seconds-at-art-
basel-miami-beach-2015)

5 Checklist: Secret Portrait Found
Beneath Mona Lisa, and More
(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1293296/secret-
portrait-found-beneath-mona-
lisa-mfa-boston-guards)

6 5 Best Booths at Miami Project
2015
(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1289963/5-
best-booths-at-miami-project-
2015)

7 At Design Miami, Big Ideas Are
Made Beautiful
(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1291070/at-
design-miami-big-ideas-are-made-
beautiful)

http://www.blouinartinfo.com/visual-arts/contemporary-arts
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/visual-arts/reviews
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/visual-arts/museums
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/visual-arts
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/tags/gilbert-and-george
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/tags/gilbert-george
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/tags/mona
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/tags/museum-of-old-and-new-art
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/tags/hobart
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/tags/tasmania
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/tags/nicholas-forrest
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/tags/the-art-exhibition
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1295075/sothebys-launches-app-for-new-apple-tv
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1294832/carola-keitel-hannes-seidl-produce-double-trouble-at-kw
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1293979/celebrating-martin-shkreli-visionary-collector
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1295075/sothebys-launches-app-for-new-apple-tv
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1294832/carola-keitel-hannes-seidl-produce-double-trouble-at-kw
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/node/1294807
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1293979/celebrating-martin-shkreli-visionary-collector
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1292054/the-genius-of-gilbert-and-georges-pictures-at-mona-tasmania?qt-article_detail_popular=0#qt-article_detail_popular
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1292054/the-genius-of-gilbert-and-georges-pictures-at-mona-tasmania?qt-article_detail_popular=2#qt-article_detail_popular
http://uk.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1292822/uks-top-art-award-the-turner-prize-won-by-architecture
http://enfr.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1291397/artcurial-design-sales-leap-22-boosted-by-international
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1292823/uks-top-art-award-the-turner-prize-won-by-architecture
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1290561/video-60-works-in-60-seconds-at-art-basel-miami-beach-2015
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1293296/secret-portrait-found-beneath-mona-lisa-mfa-boston-guards
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1289963/5-best-booths-at-miami-project-2015
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1291070/at-design-miami-big-ideas-are-made-beautiful


11/12/2015 13:40The Genius of Gilbert and George’s Pictures at MONA Tasmania | BLOUIN ARTINFO

Page 4 of 4http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1292054/the-genius-of-gilbert-and-georges-pictures-at-mona-tasmania

Subscribe to our Newsletters
Get the latest arts & culture news in your inbox

Enter your email address...  SIGN UP

International

(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/home)

China (EN)

(http://encn.blouinartinfo.com)

Italy

(http://it.blouinartinfo.com)

Australia

(http://au.blouinartinfo.com)

Colombia

(http://co.blouinartinfo.com)

Japan

(http://jp.blouinartinfo.com)

Southeast Asia

(http://sea.blouinartinfo.com)

Austria

(http://at.blouinartinfo.com)

France

(http://fr.blouinartinfo.com)

Japan (EN)

(http://enjp.blouinartinfo.com)

Spain

(http://es.blouinartinfo.com)

Brazil

(http://br.blouinartinfo.com)

Germany

(http://de.blouinartinfo.com)

United Kingdom

(http://uk.blouinartinfo.com)

Canada

(http://ca.blouinartinfo.com)

Hong Kong

(http://hk.blouinartinfo.com)

Korea (EN)

(http://enkr.blouinartinfo.com)

(/) China

(http://cn.blouinartinfo.com)

India

(http://in.blouinartinfo.com)

Mexico

(http://mx.blouinartinfo.com)

(/)

INTERNATIONAL EDITIONS

Blouin News

(http://blouinnews.com)

Gallery Guide

(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/galleryguide)

Art+Auction

(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/subscriptions/art-

and-auction)

Louise Blouin Media

(http://www.louiseblouinmedia.com)

Modern Painters

(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/subscriptions/modern-

painters)

Creative Leadership Summit

(http://www.creativeleadershipsummit.org/)

Blouin Lifestyle

(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/subscriptions/bai-

asia)

Louise Blouin Foundation

(http://www.ltbfoundation.org/)

Blouin Art Sales Index

(http://artsalesindex.artinfo.com)

Blouin Monthly

(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/blouin-

daily-editions)

Gordons

(http://www.gordonsart.com)

Somogy

(http://www.somogy.net/)

LOUISE BLOUIN MEDIA

(https://www.facebook.com/ARTINFO?ref=hl) (https://twitter.com/artinfodotcom)

(https://plus.google.com/106519335585920525288/posts)

(http://blouinartinfo.tumblr.com/) (http://pinterest.com/blouinartinfo/)

(https://instagram.com/blouin_artinfo) (/artinfo-rss-feeds)

FOLLOW US SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

Enter your email here  SIGN UP

About Us (/about-us) Contact Us (/contact-us) Subscriptions (/subscriptions) Advertise (http://www.louiseblouinmedia.com/advertise)

Jobs (http://jobs.artinfo.com) Artists (http://www.blouinartinfo.com/galleryguide-artists) Site Map (/htmlsitemap) RSS (/artinfo-rss-feeds)

Google+ (https://plus.google.com/106519335585920525288) BlouinArtinfo.com (http://www.blouinartinfo.com) Login (/user)

© 2015, Louise Blouin Media. All rights reserved.  Terms (/user-agreement)  |   Privacy (/privacy-policy)

Subscribe to our
Publications

SUBSCRIBE

(https://www.ezsubscription.com/ara/subscribe)
Art + Auction

(https://www.ezsubscription.com/ara/subscribe)(https://www.ezsubscription.com/mpm/subscribe)

http://www.blouinartinfo.com/home
http://encn.blouinartinfo.com/
http://it.blouinartinfo.com/
http://au.blouinartinfo.com/
http://co.blouinartinfo.com/
http://jp.blouinartinfo.com/
http://sea.blouinartinfo.com/
http://at.blouinartinfo.com/
http://fr.blouinartinfo.com/
http://enjp.blouinartinfo.com/
http://es.blouinartinfo.com/
http://br.blouinartinfo.com/
http://de.blouinartinfo.com/
http://uk.blouinartinfo.com/
http://ca.blouinartinfo.com/
http://hk.blouinartinfo.com/
http://enkr.blouinartinfo.com/
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/
http://cn.blouinartinfo.com/
http://in.blouinartinfo.com/
http://mx.blouinartinfo.com/
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/
http://blouinnews.com/
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/galleryguide
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/subscriptions/art-and-auction
http://www.louiseblouinmedia.com/
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/subscriptions/modern-painters
http://www.creativeleadershipsummit.org/
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/subscriptions/bai-asia
http://www.ltbfoundation.org/
http://artsalesindex.artinfo.com/
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/blouin-daily-editions
http://www.gordonsart.com/
http://www.somogy.net/
https://www.facebook.com/ARTINFO?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/artinfodotcom
https://plus.google.com/106519335585920525288/posts
http://blouinartinfo.tumblr.com/
http://pinterest.com/blouinartinfo/
https://instagram.com/blouin_artinfo
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/artinfo-rss-feeds
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/about-us
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/contact-us
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/subscriptions
http://www.louiseblouinmedia.com/advertise
http://jobs.artinfo.com/
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/galleryguide-artists
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/htmlsitemap
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/artinfo-rss-feeds
https://plus.google.com/106519335585920525288
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/user
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/user-agreement
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/privacy-policy
https://www.ezsubscription.com/ara/subscribe
https://www.ezsubscription.com/ara/subscribe
https://www.ezsubscription.com/mpm/subscribe
http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1292054/the-genius-of-gilbert-and-georges-pictures-at-mona-tasmania

